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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the Examiner's amendment made on 4 November 2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 and 5-23 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 15 June 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
A. Jose' Cortina (Reg. #29,733) on November 4, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In claim 1, line 5 insert "a" after "with". 

In claim 12, line 3 delete "a" (first occurrence) and insert "said" therefore. 

In claim 17, line 8 insert "requests" after "(I/O)". 

In claim 17, line 9 insert "during recovery" after "devices". 

In claim 21, line 1 1 delete "recovery" and insert "recovering" therefore. 

In claim 21, line 11 delete "associating" and insert "associated" therefore. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 and 5-23 are allowed. 



3. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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With respect to claim 1, the Examiner asserts that the novelty of the claim, when read as 
a whole, is the process of "detecting an exception condition in a network, said detection being 
done with computer connected to the network, and having an operating system thereon 
programmed for detecting exception conditions, recovering only the adapters, FIDs and LUNs 
within the scope of the exception condition, and issuing I/O requests to adapters, FIDs and LUNs 
during recovery that are not within the scope of the exception condition." 

With respect to claim 12, the Examiner asserts that the novelty of the claim, when read as 
a whole, is the process of "detecting an exception condition in a hierarchical computer network, 
said detection being done with a computer connected to the network, and having an operating 
system thereon programmed for detecting exception conditions, recovering only the nodes within 
the scope of the exception condition, and issuing I/O requests to nodes during recovery that are 
not within the scope of the exception condition." 

With respect to claim 17, the Examiner asserts that the novelty of the claim, when read as 
a whole, is "an operating system resident on the computer programmed to detect exception 
conditions relating to adapters, LUNs or devices, to recover only the adapters, LUNs or devices 
within the scope of the exception condition, and to issue I/O requests to adapters, LUNs or 
devices during recovery that are not within the scope of the exception condition." 

With respect to claim 21, the Examiner asserts that the novelty of the claim, when read as 
a whole, is the process of "detecting an exception condition in a network, said detection being 
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done with a computer connected to the network, and having an operating system thereon 
programmed for detecting exception conditions, recovering the FIDs or LUNs within the scope 
of the exception condition, said recovering being conducted by, 1) if an adapter needs to be 
recovered, recovering the adapter before recovering FIDs or LUNs associated with the adapter, 
2) if an FID needs to be recovered, recovering the FID before recovering LUNs associated with 
the FID, and 3) recovering LUNs only if an FID and adapter associated with the LUNs are not in 
need of recovery, and issuing I/O requests adapters, FIDs and LUNs during recovery that are not 
within the scope of the exception condition." 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. 

See From PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott T Baderman whose telephone number is (571) 272-3644. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:45 AM-4:15 PM, first Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (571) 272-3645. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Scott T Baderman 
Primary Examiner 
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